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Humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan 


J ean Ziegler, Special Rapporteur on the Right 
to Food to the U.N. High Commissioner for 
uman Rights, said October 15, “The bombing 
has to stop right now. There is a humanitarian 
emergency.” Lest anyone miss the point, he 
continued, “In winter the lorries cannot go in 
any more. Millions of Afghans will be 
unreachable in winter and winter is coming 
very, very soon. ” As Reuters reported (and AP 
carried as well, but not any U.S. newspaper or 
other major media outlet, as best I can tell), “the 
United Nations has warned of a catastrophe 
unless aid can get through for up to seven 
million Afghans. ” Ziegler continues, “ We must 
give the (humanitarian) organizations a chance 
to save the millions of people who are inter¬ 
nally displaced (inside Afghanistan),” adding 
that he was echoing an (essentially unreported) 
appeal made by U.N. Human Rights Commis¬ 
sioner Mary Robinson a few days earlier, who 
was in turn echoing reports that go back to 
before the bombing. Ziegler called the bomb- 

Amnesty Int’l 

A ll necessary measures must be taken to 
ensure humanitarian aid is delivered to 
those that need it in Afghanistan. In light of 
reports that indicate that unless enough aid 
reaches the Afghan population before the onset 
of winter hundreds of thousands of Afghans 
would be seriously affected, and in view of 
concerns presented that the armed conflict is 
having an effect on the delivery of aid, Amnesty 
International calls on all parties, including the 
USA-led coalition, the Taleban and Northern 
Alliance forces, to refrain from attacking or 
otherwise preventing workers from delivering 
aid. All parties should immediately assess the 
impact of military operations on the provision 
of humanitarian aid and take appropriate meas¬ 
ures to facilitate aid delivery. 

The UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights, Mary Robinson, has been joined by 
leading humanitarian aid organizations (Oxfam 
International, Islamic Relief, Christian Aid, 
CAFOD, Tear Fund and Action Aid) in calling 
for a pause in the bombings to allow for the 
delivery of humanitarian aid. 

<more at www.amnestv.org > 


ing “a catastrophe for humanitarian work.” Or 
in the words of Christian Aid Spokesman 
Dominic Nutt (quoted in the Scotsman but 
again in no U.S. papers): “We are beyond the 
stage where we can sit down and talk about this 
over tea. If they stop the bombing we can get 
the food aid in, it’s as simple as that. Tony Blair 
and George Bush have repeatedly said this is a 
three-stringed offensive — diplomatic, mili¬ 


tary and humanitarian. Well the diplomatic 
and military are there but where is the humani¬ 
tarian? A few planes throwing lunchboxes 
around over the mountains is laughable. ” You 
can look at reports from one aid agency after 
another, it is all the same story. Impending 
calamity, stop the bombing. 

< from “ What’s so complex about it?” by 
Michael Albert, at www.zmag.org > 


Doctors Without Borders 


U ntil Sunday, October 7, the U.N. and aid 
agencies such as ourselves were still able to 
get some aid, though not enough, into Af¬ 
ghanistan. Due to the U.S. airstrikes, the U.N. 
has stopped all convoys, and MSF has found 
delivering aid much more difficult. What is 
needed now is a large-scale independent hu¬ 
manitarian relief effort aimed directly at reach¬ 
ing those most in need in Afghanistan and 
neighboring countries. This response could be 
led by the United Nations in coordination with 
independent humanitarian aid organizations. 
All parties to the conflict, including the Taliban, 
must allow for the delivery of large-scale con¬ 


voys of basic foodstuffs and medicines by hu¬ 
manitarian actors who can ensure that it is 
delivered to those who need it. 

MSF is also extremely concerned with the 
closing of all international borders with Af¬ 
ghanistan and the containment of the popula¬ 
tion. Over the past months, hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Afghan refugees have sought refuge 
from warfare and drought in Pakistan and 
Iran. This internationally recognized right to 
seek protection and receive asylum in 
neighboring countries, and the right to non¬ 
refoulement (the right not to be forcibly re¬ 
turned to an insecure area), must be upheld. 


< Doctors Without Borders, aka Medecins Sans Frontieres, at www.msf.org > 

Revolutionary Association of the 
Women of Afghanistan 


D espite the claim of the U.S. that only mili¬ 
tary and terrorist bases of the Taliban and 
A1 Qieda will be struck and that its actions 
would be accurately targeted and proportion¬ 
ate, we have witnessed for the past seven days 
leaves no doubt that this invasion will shed the 
blood of numerous women, men, children, 
young and old of our country. 

Now the “Northern Alliance” groups lie 
in ambush like hungry wolves so they, while 
riding the guns of the U.S., can assault and 
swarm into Kabul and in proportion to the 
depth and width of their “conquests,” besides 
committing vandalism like the years before, 
gain ground in order to bargain for position in 
the second “emirate,” and as a consequence 
again spoil the aspiration of the people for the 
establishment of a stable and democratic gov¬ 


ernment acceptable to all. 

The continuation of U.S. attacks and the 
increase in the number of innocent civilian 
victims not only gives an excuse to the Taliban, 
but also will cause the empowering of the 
fundamentalist forces in the region and even in 
the world. 

The Revolutionary Association of the 
Women of Afghanistan (RAWA) asks that all 
anti-fundamentalist, freedom and democracy- 
loving and pro-women’s rights forces and also 
the ex-king of Afghanistan, before it is too late, 
must play their role in the organizing of mass¬ 
uprising and as well thwart the plans of the 
internal and external enemies of Afghanistan. 

The peace and justice-loving people of the 
world will be on the side of the Afghan people. 

< full statement at www.rawa.org > 
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CNN says focus on civilian casualties 
would be “perverse” 


A ccording to the Washington Post (10/31/ 
01), CNN Chair Walter Isaacson “has 
ordered his staff to balance images of civilian 
devastation in Afghan cities with reminders 
that the Taliban harbors murderous terrorists, 
saying it ‘seems perverse to focus too much on 
the casualties or hardship in Afghanistan.’” 

Post media reporter Howard Kurtz quotes 
a memo from Isaacson to CNN’s international 
correspondents: “As we get good reports from 
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan, we must re¬ 
double our efforts to make sure we do not seem 
to be simply reporting from their vantage or 
perspective. W e must talk about how the Taliban 
are using civilian shields and how the Taliban 
have harbored the terrorists responsible for 
killing close to 5,000 innocent people.” 

The memo went on to admonish report¬ 
ers covering civilian deaths not to “forget it is 
that country’s leaders who are responsible for 
the situation Afghanistan is now in,” suggesting 
that journalists should lay responsibility for 
civilian casualties at the Taliban’s door, not the 
U.S. military’s. 

Kurtz also quotes a follow-up memo from 
Rick Davis, CNN’s head of standards and prac¬ 
tices, that suggested sample language for news 
anchors: 


“ ‘We must keep in mind, after seeing 
reports like this from Taliban-controlled areas, 
that these U.S. military actions are in response 
to a terrorist attack that killed close to 5,000 
innocent people in the U.S. ’ or, ‘We must keep 
in mind, after seeing reports like this, that the 
Taliban regime in Afghanistan continues to 
harbor terrorists who have praised the Sep¬ 
tember 11 attacks that killed close to 5,000 
innocent people in the U.S.,’ or ‘The Pentagon 
has repeatedly stressed that it is trying to mini¬ 
mize civilian casualties in Afghanistan, even as 
the Taliban regime continues to harbor terror¬ 
ists who are connected to the September 11 
attacks that claimed thousands of innocent 
lives in the U.S.’” 

Davis stated that “even though it may start 
sounding rote, it is important that we make this 
point each time.” 

The New York Times reported (11/1/01) 
that these policies are already being imple¬ 
mented at CNN, with other networks follow¬ 
ing a similar, though perhaps not as formalized, 
strategy. “In the United States,” the Times 
noted, “television images of Afghan bombing 
victims are fleeting, cushioned between an¬ 
chors or American officials explaining that 
such sights are only one side of the story.” In 


other countries, however, “images of wounded 
Afghan children curled in hospital beds or 
women rocking in despair over a baby’s corpse” 
are “more frequent and lingering.” 

When CNN correspondent Nic Robertson 
reported yesterday from the site of a bombed 
medical facility in Kandahar, the Times re¬ 
ported, U.S. anchors “added disclaimers aimed 
at reassuring American viewers that the net¬ 
work was not siding with the enemy.” CNN 
International, however, did not add any such 
disclaimers. 

DuringitsU.S. broadcasts, CNN “quickly 
switched to the rubble of the World Trade 
Center” after showing images of the damage in 
Kandahar, and the anchor “reminded viewers 
of the deaths of as many as 5,000 people whose 
‘biggest crime was going to work and getting 
there on time.’” 

If anything in this story is “perverse,” it’s 
that one of the world’s most powerful news 
outlets has instructed its journalists not to re¬ 
port Afghan civilian casualties without attempt¬ 
ing to justify those deaths. “I want to make sure 
we’re not used as a propaganda platform,” 
Isaacson told the Washington Post. But his 
memo essentially mandates that pro-U.S. propa¬ 
ganda be included in the news. 


cthis is an Action Alert from Fairness & Accuracy in Reporting, www.fair.org > 


Bill C-36 — Letting go of our rights? 


Some perspectives 

T he Canadian Bar Association (CBA) has 
serious concerns with Bill C-36, the Anti- 
terrorism Act, and is urging the federal govern¬ 
ment to amend the legislation in three key 
areas: to sunset the legislation after three years, 
to clarify its definition of terrorism and to 
increase funding for law enforcement. 

The CBA calls for more work on the 
definition of terrorism. “While the Sept. 11 
attacks were unquestionably terrorist, other 
cases may not be so clear. What if innocent 
Canadians are labeled terrorists because of 
their participation in a political protest march? 
That’s exactly what could happen under the 
legislation.” 

< more at www.cba.org > 


I n Justice Minister Anne McLellan’s 
antiterrorism bill, she defines terrorism as an 
act that “is taken or threatened for a political 
purpose with the intention of compelling a 
government to do or refrain from doing any 
act that seriously interferes with or disrupts an 
essential service, facility or system. ” Indeed, the 
only defence allowed under the bill for a pro¬ 
test is its lawfulness. But this bill makes that 
defence unavailable for many peaceful pro¬ 
testers, who often commit minor offences such 
as trespassing or mischief in their protest. 

Looking at the APEC summit in 1997and 
the response to even peaceful protesters in 
Quebec City in April, we see how dissent is 
increasingly criminalized. That trend is now in 
danger of being cemented in the permanency 
of the Criminal Code, which Ms. McLellan 
would amend. Unlike the War Measures Act of 
1970, her bill will be in effect always. Because 
it doesn’t distinguish between violent and peace¬ 


ful means of expressing political opinion, her 
bill will chill peaceful protest. 

Those who claim peaceful groups will not 
be targeted should acquaint themselves with 
the facts. This summer, Southam News re¬ 
ported that the Canadian Security Intelligence 
Service was monitoring several peaceful or¬ 
ganizations, including Greenpeace. To say that 
with more resources and more power, CSIS 
will stop doing so is unrealistic. 

The value a democracy places upon the 
right of its citizens to say it is wrong is the 
hallmark of freedom. Our sense of freedom is 
already fragile. Freedom need not be under¬ 
mined in the name of protecting it. Ms. McLellan 
should amend her bill to ensure it is not. 

< from “ Look out, Anne: Your antiterrorism 
bill will clear-cut democracy ,” by Peter 
Tabuns, executive director of Greenpeace 
Canada, and Clayton Ruby, a Toronto 
lawyer, at www.globeandmail.com > 







